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INDEPENDENT POWER COMPANIES WELCOME MINISTER’S AIM FOR A 
COMPETITIVE PRIVATE POWER SECTOR 
 
The association of major private power companies operating in Western Australia welcomes the 
Minister for Energy’s aim to achieve a competitive and predominantly privately operated electricity 
sector in the State. 
 
Richard Harris, Chairman of the WA Independent Power Association (WA IPA) said that the main 
beneficiaries of competition in the electricity sector would be consumers. 
 
“Just like in telecommunications, where large and small companies compete, in the electricity sector 
competition will provide consumers with choice, and it will drive efficiency from those who supply 
power”, Mr Harris said. 
 
The WA IPA believes that there is now a good opportunity to develop a pathway to a fully 
competitive market in which companies compete to supply consumers and invest in power assets. 
 
“The WA IPA welcomes the opportunity to work with the Minister and the Government to achieve 
positive outcomes for the industry and for consumers” Mr Harris said. 
 
“Independent power companies will make available their expertise and resources to start the 
process as soon as possible to help shape a fully competitive market that will have long term 
benefits for the State”. 
 
Since the break-up of Western Power and the formation of the electricity market in WA in 2006, 
private companies have invested approximately $3 billion in Western Australia, and have provided 
commercial electricity customers with choice and savings. 
 
The WA IPA believes that the aim to achieve a competitive market as outlined by Minister Nahan is a 
positive step for the industry and for consumers. 
 
About the WA IPA 

The WA Independent Power Association Inc is an association of independent power companies, each 
of whom supply wholesale electricity to the WA energy market. Members are: Alinta Energy, APA 
Group, Collgar Wind Farm, ERM Power, Bluewaters Power, Infigen Energy and NewGen Power. 
 
Independent power companies have invested more than $2 billion into the WA energy market since 
2006, providing 40 per cent of the overall power generated in WA’s main grid.   
 
The purpose of the WA IPA is to provide a united voice and represent the interests ofindependent 
power generators and retailers operating in Western Australia.  The WA IPA is advocating for the 
continuation and further development of an open and competitive electricity market in Western 
Australia. 
 
Website: www.waipa.com.au 
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