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INDEPENDENT POWER COMPANIES WELCOME NEW TRANSPARENCY IN MARKET 

The association of private power companies operating in Western Australia welcomes changes which will see 
Synergy’s wholesale electricity prices and levels made available to the wider energy industry and consumers. 

Richard Harris, Chairman of the WA Independent Power Association (WA IPA) said that the changes would allow 
private electricity producers and retailers to go to a website to access frequently updated information on Synergy’s 
wholesale energy buy and sell prices and the volumes available. 

“This reform will promote real competition within the market between private retailers and generators and Synergy. 
We believe this level of transparency will also be of interest to some large energy consumers,” Mr Harris said. 

“Private energy retailers and producers will be able to sell or buy energy from Synergy in full knowledge of the 
current electricity prices being offered by Synergy,” Mr Harris said.  “This new level of transparency will assist in 
delivering the most competitive energy prices for customers. Previously Synergy was under no obligation to sell its 
surplus energy to its competitors. Under new rules introduced by the Government, it is now obligatory for Synergy to 
offer these products on a non-discriminatory basis. 

“The WA IPA lobbied the Government to introduce this initiative into the market, especially in light of the recent 
merger of Verve and Synergy which has created a dominant vertically integrated utility that has significant market 
power. We are pleased the Government has acted to increase transparency and the potential for competition, which 
could reduce Synergy’s market power. 

“From today, private companies will be able to purchase or sell in Standard Product units of power. This will open up 
opportunities for electricity retailers to compete with Synergy and each other to offer better deals to commercial 
customers. 

“The WA IPA would like to congratulate the State Government on engaging with industry over these changes to the 
energy market.  This new level of transparency will be good for all energy generators, retailers and larger consumers. 
This is a good result which may not have been put in place without input from the private sector.”  

The Wholesale Business Unit is a trading arm of Synergy and conducts all wholesale energy transactions on behalf of 
Synergy. The website address is:  http://wholesale.synergy.net.au 

About the WA IPA 

The WA Independent Power Association Inc is an association of independent power companies, each of whom 
supply wholesale electricity to the WA energy market. Members are: APA Group, Collgar Wind Farm, ERM Power, 
and Infigen Energy. 

Private sector companies have invested more than $3 billion into the WA energy market since 2006, providing more 
than 40 per cent of the overall power generated in WA’s main grid.  The purpose of the WA IPA is to provide a united 
voice and represent the interests of independent power generators and retailers operating in Western Australia.  The 
WA IPA is advocating for the continuation and further development of an open and competitive electricity market in 
Western Australia. 

Website: www.waipa.com.au 
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