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Caution urged for WA government renewable energy fund 
 
The industry association representing non-government electricity industry companies says it is 
crucial any renewable energy fund set up by the WA Government supports the development of 
competitive power production. 
 
WA Independent Power Association (IPA) Chairman Richard Harris called on the Barnett 
Government to ensure the Government structures investment selection for any new government-
backed renewable energy development fund to be transparent. 
 
“It is essential that any fund established by the Government is free to invest in privately developed 
renewable energy assets and not just those developed by, or for Synergy,” Mr Harris said. 
 
“The WA IPA welcomes initiatives that enhance competition and provide a framework for 
investment in appropriate and efficient new energy supply. However, we would not support any 
fund which locks WA into continuing Synergy’s long-held market dominance and crowds out 
investment in competitive private energy generation. 
 
“Both Energy Minister Mike Nahan and Shadow Minister Bill Johnston are both on record as saying 
Synergy should not build or control new power generation plant. Both men recognise that to ensure 
competition on WA power prices, any new plant should be built by the private sector. 
 
“We don’t yet know the details of the plans to develop a government-backed renewable energy 
fund for WA, but understand Cabinet will consider a proposal shortly. 
 
“The WA IPA advocates for reforms to the electricity market which will enhance competition, put 
downward pressure on prices for consumers, and reduce the level of Government ownership and 
market control.  
 
“Private energy companies have $1 billion worth of renewable energy projects already planned for 
WA – many of them shovel ready. These projects will create thousands of jobs, put downward 
pressure on electricity prices, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and lessen our dependence on 
fossil fuel power generation. The private sector has spent millions of dollars getting these projects 
ready to be built based on the Minister’s commitment in 2013 that Synergy would not build new 
generation plants. 
 
“As the Minister and Shadow Minister have both acknowledged, Synergy’s market dominance does 
not provide the most cost-effective power possible for Western Australians. If a government-
backed renewable energy fund is set up purely to support Synergy’s renewable energy projects, it 
will only serve to continue this inefficient market dominance.” 
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