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Industry welcomes opportunity to work with the next government on 
major energy reforms 
 
The association representing private sector investors in the power industry is keen to work closely 
with the next government on major reforms which will bring in more competition, giving consumers 
more choice and putting downward pressure on electricity prices. 
 
Western Australian Independent Power Association Chairman Richard Harris said the power 
industry was happy to work with either a new Labor Government or a re-elected Liberal or Liberal-
National Government to fast track reforms and set the policy framework for a modern sustainable, 
competitive and secure power system.  
 
“The WA IPA has worked closely with the current Minister for Energy, Mike Nahan and has also 
had the opportunity to work with the Shadow Minister Bill Johnston and help shape policies on both 
sides of politics to improve the electricity market in WA,” Mr Harris said. 
 
To enhance competition, put downward pressure on prices for consumers, and reduce the 
level of Government ownership and market control, the IPA calls on the Liberal, National 
and Labor parties to commit to the following priority reforms in the WA electricity sector: 
 

1.   Retail electricity 
To put downward pressure on power prices for consumers, the WA energy market should 
move to Full Retail Contestability as soon as possible. This should occur under a two-step 
process: 

1. Immediately following the March 2017 election open the market to allow all 
businesses to choose their provider; and  

2. Open the final part of the market – households – to competition by July 2019 at 
the latest. 

 
2.   Wholesale electricity 

Synergy’s dominance in the wholesale electricity market must be reduced to enable 
competitively priced wholesale energy to be made available to all electricity retailers. 

 
3.  Synergy plan closure 

Synergy must close 380 MW of Synergy generation plant in 2018 as previously  
announced by the State Government.  Synergy must immediately relinquish the 380 
MW of network capacity associated with the closed plants. 
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