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Power industry supports Energy Minister 

WA private energy power companies have welcomed Energy Minister Ben Wyatt’s support for 

ending Synergy’s monopoly on the supply of electricity to household consumers.  

Richard Harris, Chairman of the Western Australian Independent Power Association, said the 

reform would enable all WA electricity consumers to get the same benefit as now enjoyed by 

gas customers, who get up to 30 percent discounts on their bills.  

“This really is a game changer for the electricity market in WA,” he said.  

The WA IPA believes the necessary policy reforms can be made easily, beginning with the 

immediate opening of the electricity markets, to give an extra 23,000 small business the 

opportunity to choose their electricity supplier.  

The next step would be to allow all electricity consumers to choose their supplier, and the WA 

IPA believes that can be achieved by July 1, 2019. This was the target set by the previous 

government. 

The reform to open competition to small businesses can be actioned very quickly (and without 

incurring any major costs) by lowering the threshold of contestability to customers using at least 

20 megawatt hours per annum, down from the current 50 megawatt hours per annum.  

The competition created by this reform would immediately deliver savings in energy costs to 

the newly contestable small and medium business customers in the SWIS. Previous experience 

and modelling indicates that competition would lower prices for this new group by approximately 

20 per cent. Lower costs would help boost the WA economy and businesses which are 

struggling in a challenging economic environment. This reform would directly benefit the WA 

jobs market. 

Mr Harris said that Minister Wyatt was correct in saying that the right policy call is competition, 

which would effectively transfer value to consumers.  

“Competition will always deliver the best outcome for consumers, for the economy and for jobs,” 

Mr Harris said. 
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