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Power industry releases White Paper to help drive Western 

Australian electricity reform 

Private power companies have released a White Paper to support the government’s public 

commitment to industry reform and to help secure affordable, reliable and sustainable energy 

for WA consumers.  

WA Independent Power Association Chairman Richard Harris said the association’s members 

have not evaded the question of how difficult some of the long-term reforms may be. 

However, electricity reform is crucial and the private industry is ready to work with the 

government to navigate this complex and rapidly changing environment. 

“WA IPA was established in 2012, in response to a stagnation in effective electricity reform. 

This standstill has helped contribute to decreased competition, rising power prices and the 

lack of choice offered to consumers,” Mr Harris said.  

“We believe that the McGowan Government has the opportunity to implement meaningful 

electricity reform, that will bring benefits to all Western Australian consumers.” 

“Our White Paper brings together the collective knowledge of all WA IPA members, 

individuals who have decades of experience in the Western Australian electricity market, and 

includes practical reforms for both the short and long-term.”  

“One of the measures that could be implemented quickly to help ease pressure on electricity 

consumers involves lowering the contestability threshold to 20 MWh/a to give an extra 23,000 

small businesses the opportunity to choose their electricity supplier. WA IPA believe this 

measure alone could save businesses between 10-20% off the standard tariff, equating to 

approximately $50 million dollars a year off their combined electricity bill. These savings will 

be a welcome relief to small business owners and will provide stimulus for job creation.” 

A key element of the WA IPA White Paper is that good reform outcomes require the 

government to undertake genuine, transparent and early consultation on all market reforms.  

“Experience shows us that the best outcomes are reached when the government and its 

agencies work collaboratively with industry,” Mr Harris said.  

“The WA IPA is not trying to imply that this report is a blueprint for government to follow. 

Instead, the WA IPA wishes to use the White Paper as a starting point for that consultation 

process to begin.”  

To view the White Paper, please click here.  

Contact:  

Richard Harris, Chairman, WA IPA    0423 760 664 
Molly Cooke, Secretary, WA IPA    0402 195 977  
 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/6ansebwfoyomga6/1711%2028%20WA%20IPA%20Electricity%20Reform%20White%20Paper.pdf?dl=0

